[Allergy to macrolides. 21 cases].
Allergic drug reactions to macrolides are extremely rare and there is little information in the literature concerning relevant diagnostic tests. Twenty-one patients were recently seen for assumed allergies (principally urticaria) to diverse macrolides. Skin tests (prick and intradermal tests) were performed with injectable forms of spiramycin and erythromycin. Seventeen out of 21 patients were provoked under strict hospital surveillance. Only 3 patients had a positive provocation test and were thus truly allergic (to spiromycin). They had positive skin tests to both macrolides tested. Most hypersensitivity reactions to macrolides are therefore diagnosed with provocation tests.